
WASTEWATER PERMITTING 
Where there is no municipal sewer available, 
new houses need to depend on septic systems 
for wastewater treatment. In Vermont, all 
permitted septic systems require a leach field 
of some sort. The first step to determine septic 
capacity is a soils investigation. A backhoe 
digs test holes and we examine the soil profile 
to determine whether the soils are suitable for 
a leach field. 
 
At Earthbound Services we look at all the 
available technologies that are permitted in 
Vermont to help our clients find septic 
capacity for their projects. In addition, we can 
also perform hydrogeologic studies and 
modeling to help increase septic capacity and 
reduce leach field size. 
 
 

 
 
Our next step in the permit process is 
engineering survey work and development of 
design plans for submittal to the VT 
Department of Environmental Conservation  
(DEC) Wastewater Management Division and 

local zoning officer. After the project is 
permitted, Earthbound Services is on-site to 
stake out the leach fields and other important 
features of the project. We also inspect the 
work of the contractor to assure that the 
wastewater and water supply systems are 
constructed according to the design plans. 
 
 

 
 
WETLANDS ISSUES 
Wetlands are becoming an increasingly 
important part of permitting development 
projects. We make a point of determining if a 
VT DEC or U.S. Army Corps (USACE) 
permit is required for any parts of the project, 
early in the process. That way there will be no 
surprises later. We meet on site with the VT 
DEC Wetlands Division and work closely with 
private wetlands delineators, where needed. 
 
 
TOWN DEVELOPMENT REVIEW  
In Vermont, municipalities often have 
development review regulations which become 
more important when property is subdivided or 

when multi-building projects are proposed. At 
Earthbound Services, we communicate with 
local zoning and public works officials early in 
the process to determine what their concerns 
are. Again, this helps avoid surprises later on 
in the process. 
 
Although it is possible for our clients to deal 
with much of the town development review 
process without us being directly involved, we 
prefer to be as involved in the process as 
possible so that the project can proceed more 
smoothly.  
 
 

 
 
GREEN DEVELOPMENT 
The movement to live more sustainably in a 
way that uses less resources is becoming more 
popular, especially in Vermont. At 
Earthbound Services, we applaud and support 
this movement. 
 
 



 We are a board member of Building for Social 
Responsibility (BSR), which has developed 
green building standards for Vermont. We are 
fully able to assist our clients in meeting the 
mandatory and optional site engineering 
requirements of these standards. We are also 
up-to-date on what kinds of green wastewater 
technologies are available, work and are 
permitted by the VT Department of 
Environmental Conservation. 
 
We can also refer our clients to highly 
qualified architects and builders who can help 
in designing and building low impact housing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER SERVICES 
Where necessary or desired, Earthbound 
Services can design stormwater treatment 
systems, perform roadway designs and 
develop erosion control plans. 
 

In addition to the services we offer for new 
residential development, we are fully qualified 
to help clients with failed leach fields. We can 
also help resolve environmental permitting 
issues that cloud the property title and are a 
stumbling block to real estate transactions. 
 
 

 
 
WHO WE ARE 
Ben Gordesky, the founder of Earthbound 
Services, LLC, is a Licensed Designer with the 
VT Department of Environmental 
Conservation. He has an M.S. in 
Hydrogeology from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and eight years of 
experience in the civil engineering and 
environmental consulting field. 
 
Earthbound Services also works closely with 
other professionals and permit specialists in 
related fields to provide a broad base of 
expertise for our clients. 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING & 

PERMITTING 
 

·  Wastewater 
·  Water Supply 
·  Hydrogeologic Studies 
·  Green Developments 

 
 

802-355-3049 
info@earthboundservices.com 
www.earthboundservices.com 

 
·  Co-Housing 

Projects 
·  Subdivisions or 

Single Houses 
·  Replacement 

Leach Fields 
·  Soils 

Investigations 
 


